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Tibetan Buddhist Influence on Tangut Buddhism:  
The Diffusion of the lHa chos bdun ldan 

 
The Tibetan texts discovered from Khara-khoto are an important Tibetan cultural heritage on 
the Silk Road and the second largest group of multilingual texts discovered on the Silk Road 
after the Dunhuang texts. Most of the Tibetan texts belong to the Xixia period or the 
subsequent period when the Tangut script was used, and are held in three countries: Russia, 
UK, and China. Among them, the K.K.III.029.l text in the Stein collection of the British 
Library, which is extremely rare, has been identified as a combination of the four mantras of 
the lHa chos bdun ldan (the seven deities and teachings of the Kadam School). This suggests 
that the propagation of the Kadam School in the Xixia was systematic and layered, with the 
Kadampa’s lHa chos bdun ldan at its core. At the same time, Tibetan and Tangut texts and 
images related to the Kadam school have also been identified in the collection, confirming 
that its teaching was widespread and prevalent in Xixia.  

This talk aims to understand how Tibetan Buddhist culture in Central Asia spread and 
developed during the period of the Second Diffusion in Tibet. It also attempts to examine 
Tibetan Buddhist culture in Central Asia as an example of cultural exchange and mutual 
understanding, sharing, and integration among the multi-ethnic peoples of the Silk Road. 
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