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Vividness, Truth, and Knowledge: Prajñākaragupta’s 
Reconfiguration of Dharmakīrti 

 
Quite a few famous tenets of the sixth to seventh century Buddhist philosopher Dharmakīrti 
are maintained on the basis of strong and general distinctions: momentariness defines the 
realm of the real; awareness must be of two kinds, either perceptual or conceptual; the object 
of perception is a real thing, that of conceptual cognition is not; knowledge must be either 
perceptual or inferential. 
 
This talk first investigates how a Buddhist author of the eighth to ninth century, 
Prajñākaragupta, rearranges some of these central dichotomies in Dharmakīrti’s explanation 
of knowledge in unenlightened beings, focusing on the notions of a cognition’s truth, its 
justification, and its proper object.  The talk will then examine the influence that this 
reinterpretation had on later authors, specifically Jñānaśrīmitra and Ratnakīrti. They 
explicitly acknowledge Prajñākaragupta as an authority but are only rarely interpreted in that 
light. 
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