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Einladung

zu einem Gastvortrag

von

Prof. Dr. Birgit Kellner

(Austrian Academy of Sciences, Vienna)

On Proving Idealism: Arguments from Dharmakirti

The influential Indian Buddhist philosopher Dharmakirti (between mid-6th and mid-7th
century CE) operated with alternating, mutually conflicting models of cognition. While many
of his enquiries into the nature and forms of knowledge operate with the presumption of an
external reality that exists independently of the cognizing mind, in certain contexts he
explicitly refutes that cognition is of external objects and effectively proves a form of idealism.
A variety of arguments to that effect can be found scattered throughout Dharmakirti’s two
major logico-epistemological works, the Pramanavartiika and the Pramanaviniscaya. Rather than
examining these by themselves, this talk will seek to determine whether they might jointly
make up a particular strategy, and offer some reflections as to just why Dharmakirti might
possibly have chosen to approach the refutation of external objects in such a roundabout way.

am
13.07.2016
um

16.00 Uhr

Room 117, Alsterterrasse 1, 20354, Hamburg

Prof. Dr. Dorji Wangchuk (Director)

Khyentse Center for Tibetan Buddhist Textual Scholarship (KC-TBTYS)
Abteilung fiir Kultur und Geschichte Indiens und Tibets

Asien-Afrika-Institut, Universitait Hamburg, Alsterterrasse 1, D-20354 Hamburg
http://www.ke-tbts.uni-hamburg.de



